
PE1685/A 

Petitioner submission of 3 October 2018 

 

It was with some dismay that I was informed my petition had been postponed due to the 

pending government report on their ‘Clean Air for Scotland’ strategy.  This has now been 

published and I am extremely disappointed that all it is suggesting is further research into 

what pollutants come from wood burning fires and what regulations should be changed 

given the now recognised wood burner emissions issue. 

Given the clear and well publicised log burner emissions issue in London early this year I 

find it astonishing that all the Scottish Government is willing to do is further 

research.  There has been extensive research into the wood burner pollutants in particular 

the PM 2.5 particle emissions and their considerable health hazards.  In some published 

research it has been concluded that wood burning stoves in the UK produce more 

particulate pollution than all diesel vehicles.   This should be more than enough to give 

the issue of wood burning stoves a similar standing to vehicle pollution.  It clearly has not 

happened.  Worse still is that a wood burning stove owner is supposed to use the 

recommended fuel which is ‘kiln dried hardwood logs’.  It is blatantly obvious from what 

sits outside some properties with log burners they have softwood logs kept outside in 

damp conditions, wooden plank offcuts, felled tree logs, driftwood etc.   In fact, anything 

can be burnt in a log burner, even household waste, as the government has no method 

to control what log burner owners do.  Hence the pollution in terms of smoke and 

chemicals released could be even more extensive and hazardous than the now well 

documented PM2.5 particles.  

On regulations, the 1993 Clean Air Act is completely unfit for purpose in controlling wood 

burner emissions.   This has now been well exposed in that it uses non quantifiable 

definitions of the allowable amount of smoke that can be produced by even ‘approved’ 

wood burning stoves - for example ‘not substantial amounts of smoke’.  This means local 

authorities have to interpret this and it can be challenged by anyone as it is subjective.   In 

my personal experience ‘approved’ log burners produce at least half an hour of smoke on 

start-up and then there is more smoke when more logs are added which is typically every 

hour.   In winter this simply adds up to easily 6-8 hours a day of smoke let alone the 

continuous acrid fumes produced. This is even confirmed by Edinburgh Council who will 

only verbally inform you that they allow half an hour of smoke on start-up and quarter of 

an hour of smoke every recharge (potentially every hour).  Even more frustrating is some 

people have no need to use a log burning stove as they have gas central heating 

systems.  Their installation and use of it is purely as a kind of current ‘new house fashion 

accessory’ to provide possibly an ‘old world’ ambiance or simply impress friends and 

relatives.    What is similarly depressing is log burning stoves are being promoted by the 

companies that produce them as a viable ’green’ alternative to fossil fuels taking no 

account of the hazardous pollution they emit.  I am sure some owners think they are 

saving the planet when in fact they are making their neighbours ill, potentially leading to 

hospital admissions and increased loading of the NHS. 

Before we end up with a smog pollution incident, like London, I consider it is imperative 

the Scottish Government moves faster to legislate that no smoke is produced  in 

designated ‘Smoke Controlled Areas’ by log burning fires or similar.   

Potentially making this situation worse in future is the burning of garden waste.   With 

Edinburgh Council’s announcement to charge every household an extra £25 for ‘brown 

bin’ service many (as highlighted in the press) have refused to pay this.  It is extremely 

likely much garden waste will now be burnt in back gardens causing similar hazardous 

emissions and fumes.   This should not be allowed either but under the 1993 Clean Air 

Act I believe it is! 



 

With hope of accelerating the upgrade of the 1993 Clean Air Act to make ‘Smoke 

Controlled Areas’ smoke free please put forward my petition to the Scottish 

Government as soon as possible. 

 

  


